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REV. RONALD V. MYERS, SR. M.D. (1956-2018) 
Founder & Chairman 
National Juneteenth Observance Foundation (NJOF) National Association of Juneteenth Jazz Presenters (NAJJP) 
National Juneteenth Holiday Campaign National Juneteenth Christian Leadership Council (NJCLC) 

 
Rev. Ronald ’Doc’ Myers was a leading national advocate for health care to the poor and 
disenfranchised. In 1990, Rev. Myers became the first ordained and commissioned medical 
missionary to serve in America's poorest region, the Mississippi Delta, in the history of the 
African American church. In 1997, through the leadership of Lula Briggs Galloway, President of 
the NAJL and Rev. Ronald V. Myers, Sr., M.D., Chairman of the NAJL, the U.S. congress officially 
passed historic legislation recognizing Juneteenth as "Juneteenth Independence Day" in 
America. 

 
Rev. Myers introduced Juneteenth to 43 states and the District of Columbia. His vision 
became a reality June 17, 2021 when President Joe Biden signed the Juneteenth National 
Independence Day legislation with NJOF board member, Ms. Opal Lee at the table. 

 
 

THE NATIONAL JUNETEENTH OBSERVANCE FOUNDATION 
The National Juneteenth Observance Foundation (NJOF) has led the way for the recognition of 
Juneteenth since the beginning of the modern Juneteenth movement nearly 30 years ago. 
Ratification and signature of the Juneteenth Federal Independence Day legislation, added 
Juneteenth to the national calendar as the first Title 5 federal holiday since Martin Luther King 
Day. South Dakota became the last state with Juneteenth legislation, February 2022. 

The National Juneteenth Observance Foundation (NJOF) obtained support for the Juneteenth 
legislation and holiday after 27 years and we are as recognized subject matter expert on 

MESSAGE FROM STEVEN WILLIAMS. PRESIDENT 
National Juneteenth Observance Foundation 

Welcome to the NJOF Leadership Family 
 

Thank you for answering the call to promote Juneteenth with the NJOF. As a 
leader in America’s greatest grassroots organization you can expect support 
from others like yourself from across the country and around the world. Truly, 
your strength is in our unity, with our members. The NJOF family is made of 

people dedicated to Juneteenth. 

http://nationaljuneteenth.com/Juneteenth_Jazz.html
http://nationaljuneteenth.com/Juneteenth_Jazz.html
http://www.nationaljuneteenth.com/
http://www.nationaljuneteenth.com/
http://www.nationaljuneteenth.com/
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Juneteenth by the Library of Congress and the 400 Year Commission on African American 
History. NJOF goes forth to educate the world on Juneteenth and the many hidden stories as 
the recognized Subject Matter Experts on Juneteenth. As year one of first federal holiday since 
ML King Day, this is an important time in history. 

We now move to the next tier, education. 
 

The NJOF Education Committee was formed to research and write curriculum to be made 
available to students of all ages. In 2019, Juneteenth 101 was released as an overview of 1862 
to 1866 history highlighting the Civil War, the Emancipation Proclamation signing and the June 
19, 1865, the posting of general order #3 in Galveston Texas advising those still enslaved of their 
freedoms, concluding with the passage of the 13th amendment. Added in 2021 was the 
Juneteenth 101 Teachers Script. They are available for free download online at www.NJOF.org 
 

NATIONAL JUNETEENTH OBSERVANCE FOUNDATION (NJOF) 

Visit the Website 
www.NJOF.org 

 
Contact Us 

888-509-NJOF (6563) 
communications@nationaljuneteenth.org 

 
Join NJOF 

join@nationaljuneteenth.org 
 

NJOF Community Forum 
Saturdays / 12 noon Central Time 

https://meetings.dialpad.com/juneteenth 
https://uberconference.com/juneteenth 

Conference Call in: 720 453-2464 
 
 

  

http://www.njof.org/
http://www.njof.org/
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What is Juneteenth? 
 
July 4th may be a patriotic day for all but it was not independence for all. July 4, 1776 recognized the 
freedom of the country from British rule. July 4, 1776, most blacks were not free in the United States. 

 
There is a 2nd Independence Day to be recognized, Juneteenth, June 19, 1865. It was selected in 1994 by 
leaders of the modern Juneteenth movement to commemorate the end of enslavement of Americans of 
African descent. It recognizes June 19, 1865, on the island of Galveston, TX, when General Order 
#3 proclaiming freedom to the enslaved was posted on Reedy Chapel door. Major Gordon 
Granger was advised of their predicament by members of the USCT from Illinois and New York. This 
was the last major area of slavery in the United States following the end of the Civil War. It occurred 
more than two and a half years after the Emancipation Proclamation was issued by President Abraham 
Lincoln. 

 
It was not the last day or place where slavery was practiced in this country. A year later in 1866, five 
tribes signed treaties freeing their enslaved, leading to the founding of 100 black towns, the majority of 
which were in Oklahoma. 12 of those black towns remain in existence. 

 
The schools teach Civil War, World War I, World War II, Korean War, and on and on, but they brush 
over slavery. Blacks served in the Revolutionary War and on both sides of the Civil War. Blacks have 
served in every war, in every conflict that this country has been engaged. 

 
While the 13th, 14th and 15th amendments were ratified in the 19th century, iI took nearly another 100 years 
before those of African descent were recognized as having rights. During 2019, we commemorated 400 
years since the first landing of Africans at Point Comfort Virginia. 

 
June 19th, Juneteenth National Independence Day legislation now exists as a day of celebration for the 
end of slavery. Juneteenth is the oldest national day celebrating the end of enslavement because 
Americans of African descent decided to recognize the "19th of June" as "Juneteenth National Freedom 
Day." June 17, 2021, President Joe Biden signed legislation for the Title 5 federal holiday, Juneteenth 
National Independence Day. 

 
We are asking that the contributions of Blacks and the contributions of their collective descendants 
in the building of this country be recognized and taught to our youth. We are asking for recognition 
and acknowledgment of the full spectrum of African Americans achievements and accomplishments. 
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JUNETEENTH FLAG COPYRIGHT 
The Juneteenth flag is covered by copyright and may not be used without written permission and 
percentage of profits paid as royalty to copyright owner. The National Juneteenth Observance 
Foundation is the administrator of the copyright. Use without permission will garner a cease and desist 
order and possible demand for financial remedy. 

 

 
 

JUNETEENTH FLAG RAISING 
Juneteenth Flag may be flown year round. 
First Monday in June is We Are the Juneteenth Flag Day. 

 
Flags may be raised at the beginning of June and allowed to fly for the entire month, or may fly only for 
a brief period on a single day. Flags may be raised in multiple locations. In warmer climates, consider 
indoor program and exit as a group to flag pole, for actual raising of the flag. Check for Seating & Sun 
Protection / Canopy 

 
JUNETEENTH FLAG RAISING CEREMONY 
60-minute program 
Raising of the U.S. Flag 
Playing of the National Anthem 
Raising of the Juneteenth Flag 
Playing of the Negro National Anthem, "Lift Every Voice & Sing" - 1 verse 
Reading of the Emancipation Proclamation 
Reading of the General Order #3 
Keynote Speaker 
Closing Comments & Prayer 
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Juneteenth Flag 

Purchase trademarked Juneteenth Flag at www.njof.org, the authorized administrators 
 

“At the banquet table of nature, there are no reserved seats. You get what you can take, and 
you keep what you can hold. If you can't take anything, you won't get anything, and if you can't 
hold anything, you won't keep anything. And you can't take anything without organization.” -- 
Philip Randolph,  
 
Call 888.509.NJOF (6563) 

 
Ben Haith 

Creator Of Juneteenth Flag 

 
 

The Juneteenth flag, which commemorates the day that slavery ended in the US. 
 
 

THE JUNETEENTH FLAG IS FULL OF SYMBOLS 
That banner with a bursting star in the middle is the Juneteenth Flag, a symbolic representation 
of the end of slavery in the United States. 

 

The flag is the brainchild of activist Ben Haith, founder of the National Juneteenth Celebration 
Foundation (NJCF). Haith created the flag in 1997. 

The flag was revised in 2000 into the version we know today. Seven years later, the date "June 
19, 1865" was added, commemorating the day that Union Army Maj. Gen. Gordon Granger 
rode into Galveston, Texas, and told enslaved African Americans of their emancipation. 

For two decades now, communities around the country have held flag-raising ceremonies on 
Juneteenth in celebration of their freedom. 

http://www.njof.org/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/11/us/what-is-juneteenth-trnd/index.html
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"This country has so many aspects to it that are spiritual, and I believe this flag is of that 
nature," Haith said. "It (the idea for the design) just came through me." 

Designing the flag and its symbols was a deliberate process, Haith said. Here's what each 
element of the flag represents. 

The star 

 
The white star in the center of the flag has a dual meaning, Haith said. 

 
For one, it represents Texas, the Lone Star State. It was in Galveston in 1865 where Union 
soldiers informed the country's last remaining enslaved people that, under the Emancipation 
Proclamation issued two years earlier, they were free. 

But the star also goes beyond Texas, representing the freedom of African Americans in all 50 
states. 

The burst 

 
The bursting outline around the star is inspired by a nova, a term that astronomers use to mean 
a new star. 

On the Juneteenth flag, this represents a new beginning for the African Americans of Galveston 
and throughout the land. 

The arc 

https://www.pvamu.edu/tiphc/research-projects/juneteenth-the-emancipation-proclamation-freedom-realized-and-delayed/


 

The curve that extends across the width of the flag represents a new horizon: the opportunities 
and promise that lay ahead for black Americans. 

The colors 

 
The red, white and blue represents the American flag, a reminder that slaves and their 
descendants were and are Americans. 

June 19, 1865, represents the day that enslaved black people in Galveston, Texas, became 
Americans under the law. 

And while African Americans today are still fighting for equality and justice, Haith said those 
colors symbolize the continuous commitment of people in the United States to do better -- and 
to live up to the American ideal of liberty and justice for all. 

 
 



 

GENERAL ORDERS #3 



 

 
LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING 

by James Weldon Johnson and J. Rosamond Johnson, 1900. 
James Weldon Johnson was also the first black person admitted to the Florida Bar. 

 
 

Lift every voice and sing 
Till earth and heaven ring, 
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty; 
Let our rejoicing rise 
High as the listening skies, 
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us, 
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun 
Let us march on till victory is won. 

 
Stony the road we trod, 
Bitter the chastening rod, 
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 
Yet with a steady beat, 
Have not our weary feet 
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered, 
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 
Out from the gloomy past, 
Till now we stand at last 
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 

 
God of our weary years, 
God of our silent tears, 
Thou who has brought us thus far on the way; 
Thou who has by Thy might 
Led us into the light, 
Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 
Lest our feet stray from the places, Our God, where we met Thee, 
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee; 
Shadowed beneath Thy hand, 
May we forever stand. 
True to our GOD, 
True to our native land.



 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 
 

A PROCLAMATION 
 

WHEREAS, on the twenty-second day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-two, a proclamation was issued by the President of the United States, containing, among other things, the 
following, to wit: 

 
‘‘That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, all 

persons held as slaves within any State or designated part of a State, the people whereof shall then be in 
rebellion against the United States, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free; and the Executive 
Government of the United States, including the military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and maintain 
the freedom of such persons, and will do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of them, in any efforts 
they may make for their actual freedom. 

 
‘‘That the Executive will, on the first day of January aforesaid, by proclamation, designate the States and parts of 
States, if any, in which the people thereof, respectively, shall then be in rebellion against the United States; and 
the fact that any State, or the people thereof, shall on that day be, in good faith, represented in the Congress of 
the United States by members chosen thereto at elections wherein a majority of the qualified voters of such 
State shall have participated, shall, in the absence of strong countervailing testimony, be deemed conclusive 
evidence that such State, and the people thereof, are not then in rebellion against the United States.’’ 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President of the United States, by virtue of the power in me vested as 
Commander-in-Chief, of the Army and Navy of the United States in time of actual armed rebellion against the 
authority and government of the United States, and as a fit and necessary war measure for suppressing said 
rebellion, do, on this first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, 
and in accordance with my purpose so to do publicly proclaimed for the full period of one hundred days, from 
the day first above mentioned, order and designate as the States and parts of States wherein the people thereof 
respectively, are this day in rebellion against the United States, the following, to wit: 

 
Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana (except the parishes of St. Bernard, Plaquemines, Jefferson, St. John, St. Charles, St. 
James, Ascension, Assumption, Terrebone, Lafourche, St. Mary, St. Martin, and Orleans, including the city 
of New Orleans), Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, and Virginia (except 
the forty-eight counties designated as West Virginia, and also the counties 
of Berkeley, Accomac, Northhampton, Elizabeth City, York, Princess Anne, and Norfolk, including the cities 
of Norfolk and Portsmouth), and which excepted parts, are for the present, left precisely as if this proclamation 
were not issued. 

 
And by virtue of the power, and for the purpose aforesaid, I do order and declare that all persons held as slaves 
within said designated States, and parts of States, are, and henceforward shall be free; and that the 
Executive government of the United States, including the military and naval authorities thereof, will recognize 
and maintain the freedom of said persons. 

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Proclamation_93
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arkansas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Texas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louisiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_parishes_in_Louisiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Bernard_Parish%2C_Louisiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plaquemines_Parish%2C_Louisiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jefferson%2C_Louisiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._John_the_Baptist_Parish%2C_Louisiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Charles_Parish%2C_Louisiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._James_Parish%2C_Louisiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._James_Parish%2C_Louisiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ascension_Parish%2C_Louisiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assumption_Parish%2C_Louisiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terrebonne_Parish%2C_Louisiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lafourche_Parish%2C_Louisiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Mary_Parish%2C_Louisiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Martin_Parish%2C_Louisiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Orleans%2C_Louisiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Orleans%2C_Louisiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mississippi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alabama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Carolina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_counties_in_West_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berkeley_Plantation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Accomac%2C_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northampton_County%2C_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_City_County%2C_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/York_County%2C_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Princess_Anne_County%2C_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norfolk_County%2C_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norfolk%2C_Virginia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portsmouth%2C_Virginia


 

And I hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be free to abstain from all violence, unless in necessary self- 
defence; and I recommend to them that, in all cases when allowed, they labor faithfully for reasonable wages. 

 
And I further declare and make known, that such persons of suitable condition, will be received into the armed 
service of the United States to garrison forts, positions, stations, and other places, and to man vessels of all sorts 
in said service. 

 
And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice, warranted by the Constitution, upon military 
necessity, I invoke the considerate judgment of mankind, and the gracious favor of Almighty God. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 

 

 
 

 
DONE at the City of Washington, this first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 

sixty three, and of the Independence of the United States of America the eighty-seventh. 

 
 
 
 

 

[ABRAHAM LINCOLN] 

By the President: 

WILLIAM H. SEWARD, 

Secretary of State. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Seal_of_the_United_States
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